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duely qualified to the Government, for Exerceing the Office of the Miniſtry in a pri- 4 


Certificates by his Grace the. preſent Lord Primate of all Ireland, and undet his 


* 


To the Right Honourable the Lords of Council and Seflion, 
3 THR 


PETITION: 


* 


Myr. James Greenſhields Minifer of the 


Humbly Sheweth 


HAT your Petitioner having preſented a Bill of Suſpenſion to your Lord- * 

ſhips, of a ſentence of Impriſonment pronounced againſt me, by the Ma- 
giſtrates of Edinburgh, whereupon I being now detained in priſon theſe: ++ ) 
nine or ten weeks, my Bill did therefore bear a charge to put at Liberty, g i) 
Your Lordſhips were pleaſed to refuſe my Bill upon this ground, that I was hats» * * 
a Miniſter, having been ordained by an ExauCtorat Biſhop. > ©, 6. 1, S008 
In my Bill of Suſpenſion, I did lay before your Lordſhips the reaſon of my being 9 
in this City, and what induced me to perform Divine worſhip after the Form offα⁹ↄe 5 & 
Church of England in this place: and did endeavour to make it clear and H #  þ 
dent that as there was no Law againſt the performing of Divine worſhip in tate 
manner, and conſequently no Tranſgreſſion; ſo there was no Law or Statute im- 2 
powering the preſent eftabliſhed Church of Scotland to proſecute and judge one 


94 
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vate way, being blameleſs in his life and Orthodox in his Doctrine. But it never en- | 
tered my thought that your Lordſhips would have taken notice of or queſtioned te 
validity of my Ordination. And ſeing that your Lordſhips did go ſolely and allenar- I 
ly upon that ground, and find me to be not a Miniſter but a Lay-man, as having re- 
ceived my Ordination from an ExauCtorat Biſhop, and therefore refuſed my Bill, ++ +» * 3 

I do with all Submiſſion take leave to reclaim againſt your Lordſhips Sentence. 
upon the foreſaid ground, and ſhall endeavour to make it Evident to your Lord- 
ſhips, firſt; that the validity of my Ordination was not the ground that regularly. * 3 
your. Lordſhips ſhould have had under consideration at the adviſeing of my ſaid 
Bill. And then 24/y Thar my ſaid Ordination is as valid as the Ordination of any 
other Miniſter of the Goſpel whatſoever. « , a 

For clearing of the firſt, I muſt beg your Lordſhips patience to inform you that 
upon the 24 day of Sep;ember laſt, I was cited to compear before the Preſbytery af 
Edinburgh, only to give an account qf my ſelf, as being a Stranger in the place, and 
taking upon me to exerciſe the office of the holy Miniſtry, and conveen people to 
hear me, Without the Authority of any Jddicatory ; as the Copy herewith produced 
will iaſtruct. 1 did very readily comply with the Pceſbytery, ſo far as to compear, 
and did produce to hem my Letters of Orders, by the late Bilhop of Roſs in Scat- 
land; and my Letters of Cure to the Church of Tynan in Lreland by his Grace the 
late 1 ord Primate of all land approved of at ſeveral viſnations. As alſo very ample © * 


Archiepiſcopat Seal, and from his Vicar General, and others of the Clergy of the 
Dioceſe of Armagh (herein I Exec ed my Miniſterial function) of my qualifis © 
cations and good behauiour there, for the {pace of twelve years, And of my g? © 
affection to Her Majeſty and ber Goverament, which is alſo atteſted under e 
hands of ſeyeral Honourable Gentlemen at the Pariſh where I ſerved the Cure, and 2 
the Neighbourhood thereof,  which.Ldigghiok fully anſwered the reaſon-of my be- 
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ing cited before them. But they proceeding further to queſtion me, with reſpe& 
to ſome Acts of their Comnmiſſos of Aſſemblies, I neither knowing, nor being concern- 
ed to know any thing of theſe matters, they being no Laws or Statutes of this Re- 
alm, nor being cited to any ſuch purpoſe, I did therefore decline their Jurisdiction, 
upon whieh they forthwith proceeded and gave Sentence diſcharging me to preach, 
within the bounds of their Presbytry, And the reaſons of their Sentence are, Firſt, 
© becauſe of my high contempt of their Authority, in declining their Juriſdiction. And 
Secondly, Becauſe I was introduceing 4 Form of worſhip contrary to the Purity and 
Vniformity of the worſhip of this Charch eſtabliſbed by Law, without their allowance. 
As appears from a true copy thereof hereunto ſubjoined. But none of the reaſons 
given for their ſentence is, becauſe my Ordination is invalid, as flowing from an Ex- 
auctorat Biſhop, albeit they do mention in their Sentence, that I did produce an act 
of Ordination by an ExauQtorate Biſhop, but do not give that as any of the reaſons 

thereof. And the Magiſtrates of Edinhargh do not in the leaſt meddle in the Caſe, 
as would appear by their ſentence, but they refufe to give me an Extract thereof, 


as an Inſtrument requireing it, herewith produced, will teſtify, but ſimply interpoſe 


their Authority to the Preſbyteries Sentence, and for alledged Contravention there. 
of have put and detained me in Priſon, now theſe ten Weeks as aforeſaid. 

This being the true State of the Charge and Sentences againſt me, it is Evident 
that the foreſaid reaſon of your Lordſhips refuſing my Bill, is not the cauſe of the 
ſaid Sentences Pronounced againſt me, either by the Presbytery. or the Magiſtrats, 
and had this been taken notice of by your Lordſhips at adviſing of my Bill, it could 
not have been poſlibly refuſed upon any ſuch Reaſon, for when a Suſpenſion of a 
Sentence or Decrect is offered to your Lordſhips, the Sentence 1s to be conſidered 
according to its Tenour as it ſtands, and no ways to be ſupported and confirmed 
with any other Reaſons than ſuch whereupon it proceeds: And therefore I conclude 
that the Magiſtrats of the Good Town have not Exhibit to your Lordſhips, more 
than they'l do to me, the Sentence whereupon their Warrand for my Impriſon- 
ment proceeded;but from what rea ſons | leave your Lordſhips to judge, they have in- 
duſtriouſly amuſed your Lordſhips in their Anſwers to my Bill, by founding upon 


Reaſons altogether Foreign and Extraneous to the Purpoſe. And therefore I muſt. 


plead the benefit of your Lordſhips Juſtice, that ye will be pleaſed to-Re-conſider 
my caſe and Examin the Sentence of the Magiſtrats, and their Warrand of Impri- 
ſonment, as they ſtand ſupported with their own Reaſons, fo that I may not be de. 
tained in Priſon and deprived of my Natural Liberty, and of all the benefits there- 


of, upon a Reaſon for which J am under no Sentence: and I am the more hopeful 


that your Lordſhips will comply with ſo juſt a Demand, ſince tis your Lordſhip's 
practice in all ſuch caſes; for it was never heard that a Decreet was otherways 
| ſupported, than with the reaſons whereupon it proceeded, and I am fully perſwad- 

ed that tho your Lordſhips were capable of deviating from Eſtabliſhed Rules, ye 
would never have made choiſe to do it in this preſent caſe, ſince it brings before 
your Lord ſhips a Queſtion never before Stated or determined before your Honour- 
able Court, nor before any other Chriſtian civil Judicatory. 

But ſeeing that your Lordſhips %eaſoning upon that matter in my caſe, ſeemed 


to differ from the Opinion and Judgement of all Chriſtian Churches and States in the 


World. I ſhall therefore endeavour in the next place to make it Evident and clear, 
that myOrdination,as it ſtands,is Valid, according both toEpiſcopal and Presbyterian. 
principles : and that I ous not to be ſtopt or Impeded in the Exerciſe of the Mi- 
niſterial Function, much leſs detained in Priſon upon that account. 

The power and Faculty: of Preaching the Goſpel, Adminiſtring Sacraments, gi- 
ving Holy Orders, &. are of Divine Original, flowing from Jeſus Chriſt, head of 
his Church, and theſe powers have been exerciſed, not only Independent of the C1- 
vil Magiſtrate,but even none et reluctante Magiſtratu, ſo the Apoſtles preached 
and Exerciſed their Office after they were prohibited by the Jewiſh Sanedrim, 
which was the Supream Court of that Nation, and whoſe Authority they owned, 
but could not comply with, when it interfered with the Command of GOD; 
And therefore St. Peter ſtood up and ſaid, in the face of the Court, we ought to o- 
bey God rather than Man. St. Paul and Silas alſo. were caſt into Priſon at * 
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but tho they were under the Sentence of the Law, tliey ceaſed not to exerciſe their 
Miniſtry, for they firſt Preached the Faith to the Jaylor, and then Baptized him 
& all his Family. And from the Apoltles were continued downwards in an interrup- 
ted Succeſſion, the Biſhops, Presbytzrs and Deacons in the Chriſtian Church, who 
performed the Offices of their Reſpective Functions, without regard to the Magiſtrats 
Prohibition or Reſtraint: & when the State became Chriſtian, Arhanaſins & many 
Catholick Biſhops were Exauctorated under the Arian Perſecution, by Conſtantius, 
Valence and others, and yet the Ordinations and other Deeds of theſe Exauctorated 
Biſhops were not only ſuſtained Valid but highly approved. 

By all which it appears, that the Laws then in being, did both Condema the 
Religion and diſcharge the Offices, yer for all their being thus Exauctorate by the 
Secular Power, and hindered from enjoying Benefices and other External things 
that depend upon Civil Government, their Acts of Ordination, and others that 
are Intrinſick to their Office, were validly performed, as all Churchmen do agree 
in. | 
There is a vaſt difference betwixt the aboliſhing the Order of Epiſcopacy, and 
Exauctorating in ſtrict and true ſenſe, that is the Depoſing a Biſhop: the 
effect of the former is meerly its ceaſing to be any part of the legal Policy or conſti- 


tution Gf the Church, to which the Law gives any Encouragement the other, pre- 


ſuppoſing a real or pretended Crime in a Perſon, infers an inhability upon that perſon 


to exerce thoſe Spiritual powers conveyed to him by the Church, from our Saviour 


the Head of it. | 

Now the Act of Parliament aboliſhing Epiſcopacy, only affecting an Order, but 
not reſpecting the perſons ot the men, or conſidering them in the leaſt, whither wor- 
thy or unworthy of their Spiritual Office, can never be ſuppoſed any manner of way 
to affect, far leſs ro Depoſe them of the Exerciſe of theſe Spiritual Powers that are 
Intrinſick to their Office; and in conſequence to this, whatever Spiritual powers 
they exerce among thoſe who ſubmit unto them, muſt needs be unacceptionably va- 
lid, notwithſtanding any Act of State in aboliſhing their Order. 

But now to bring the cafe nearer home, theſe Presbyterian Mtniſters who were 
outed and Exauctorated by the Civil Power, after the Year 1660, did never e- 
ſteem any Deed of the State to have deprived them of their Spiritual power, but 
continued to Exerce all the parts of it, and particularly did by Impoſition of Hands 
Convey their power to others, who by virtue thereof did perform the part of Mi- 
niſters, and are at this preſent actual Miniſters in ſeveral Pariſhes of Scotland, with - 
out any other Solemnity conſtituting them Miniſters. | 

But to put the Caſe in a true Light; there are two things in this matter to be 
conlidered, which are in themſelves Diſtinct, which when confounded breed per- 
plexity in this caſe: There is the power it ſelf, which being a meer ſpiritual power 
and from God, cannot be; taken away by any Civil Power or Magiſtrate: then there 
is the Exerciſe of this Spiritual power, which falls under the Regulation of the Ma- 
giſtrat, by countenancing & encouraging it by Franchiſes and Priviledges which be- 
ing the Magiſtrats Gift, may again be taken away at pleafure ; or by making the 
exerciſe of this Spiritual Power Penal, and inflicting puniſhments in caſe of Diſo- 
bedience, the whole effect whereof is to render the Franſoreſſor lyable to puniſh. 
ment, but can never amount to invalidat the deeds done in Virtue of a power, de- 
rived from God, and not from any Civil power in nature; 

By this diſtinction, the matter is very clear, and it can never be underftood that 
this ſpiricual intrinſick power was touched by that act, that aboliſhed Epy/copacy ; 
It only declared that the Superiority of Biſhops over Preſbyters was ao longer to be 
continued in the Government of this Church, but could never denude them of their 
Spiritual power, in reſpect whereof they ſill continued to be Biſhops of the Catho- 
lick Church, and accordingly all there deeds were and have been held to be valid 
Deeds of a Biſhop: and particularly by the Biſhops of Ireland in your Petitioners 


preſent Caſe, and by the Biſhops of England alſo in many like Caſes. 


Though we are on good grounds offended with the conſtitution of the Roman 
Church, and the abuſes that are brought into the Offices of Ordination, and though 
the Pope and all Popiſh Biſhops ſtand Exauttorated by the Laws of Great-Britam 
and Ireland, yet we ſuſtain their Ordination as vaiid, ſo that no where is a Prieſt, 

| a when 
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when he comes over from them to us Proteſtants, obliged to receive impoſition of 
hands de not, and when in that Caſe the Ordination is not quarrelled, what reaſon 
can there be for calling in queſtion an Ordination performed by a Prorefanr Biſhop 
with the Concurrence of other Piesbyters, according to the expreſs Putri of the 
Emzliſh Ordinal, by which it was performed, and according to the preſcription 
whereof ſome Preſbyters were affiſting, and concurring allo by their impoſing of 
their hands, by which I become a Minifter of the Catholic Church and have power 
to exerciſe my Miniſterial office, within any part of the ſame. 

Further; the Preſbyteria; Miniſters themſelves, who diſown and decry the Office 
of a Biſhop will not diſpute an Exauctorat Biſhops right to be a Preſby ter, in ver- 
tue whereof, upon their own principles, he had power 4% Pre/tzter, with Concur- 
rence of other Preſbyters, to conferr the power of the Miniſtry, and upon the ſup- 
poſition that I were to enter, and to be received into the Communion of the preſent 
Eſtabliſhed Church of Scotland, it is humbly conceived, that they would ſuſtain 
my former Ordination by the Exauctorat Biſhop, to be valid, and that they would 
not oblige me to receive impoſition of hands from them de novo, whereof there be 


notour inſtances, particularly of Mr. Guthrie admitted by them a Miniſter in Or4- 


ney, who had been ordained by an Exauctorat Biſhop, as we can inſtance in others 
alſo 

As for that alledgeince; that the Act of Parliament eftabliſhing Fpi/copacy and 
the Al, Aſſertory making the external Government of the Church to depend upon 
the Regal pon er: it is anſwered ; that it is evident from the very terms of the Act tor 
reſtoring and Re eſtablishing of Bishops, the power their claimed by the King is 
only excluſive of any other foreign power, and juſtyſy ing the application of the 
Civil power to the Caſe then in hand, as doing nothing but what rhe King and 
Parliament might Law fully do; and therefore the Act does not pretend to give a new 
Right, but to redintigrate the ſtate of Biſhops, to their former juſt Rights, whereof 
they were violently diſſeized, and reſtores the ancient Government of the Church, 
as the Government moſt agreeable to the Word of God: and it the AQ Aſſertory 
ſeem to carry the matter further, yet the iniftake is removed by King Charles the 
24. who in his Explanation of the Teſt, does ſolemnly declare, that by any power 
claimed by him over the Church or Church-men, he never intended to Intrench 
upon their Intrinfick Spiritual power, which he allowed to be as fully and amply 
enjoyed by them; as it was in the three firſt Centuries of the Church, before the 
Magiſtrat became Chriſtian; But to ſubject the Spiritual power of Church-men ſo 
abſolutely to the ſecular power, as that by any Act of the State, they could be deve- 
ſted of their Character, is not only to joyn iſſue with. Era/as, but to ſtrain beyond 
him, into the Execrable Principles of Hobbs. | 

From what is above repreſented, I preſume it is evident, that T have not uſurped, 
nor invaded the Sacred Office of the Miniſtry, without ſufficient authority, which 
had I done, I acknowledge that my Puniſhment deſerves to be greater than what 
I have yet met with; that being indeed an Iniquity that ought to be puniſhed by 
the Judge. So that the only thing can be laid againſt me, is the performing of the 
Service of the Church of Exglazd within this City, To which I hope it is a ſufficient 
anſwer, that there is no Law nor Statute againſt it, and my doing, of. it upon 
the account of ſome people of the Engliſh Nation reſiding or trading here, who 
being educated in the Communion of the Church of Eneland, and fo were not 
acquainted with any other Form, to whom it were hard to deny that Liberty, 
makes my Caſe the more favourable, eſpecially fince it was no new thin 
in this place, I having ſeen and known that Form of worſhip practiſed and obſer- 
ved within this City, in ſeveral places, for upwards of twenty years paſt. And even 
ſince the Revolution, ſo little doubt was made of the Exg/iſh Service being allowable 
here, that Sir James Lefly Collonell of an Eugliſb Regiment, had his Chaiplan ill 
attending him, and in many Towns publickly officiating by that ſervice, and parti- 
cularly at Stirling, he poſſeſsed himſelf ot the Weſt-Church for the more convenient 
and. ſolemn performance, and this was not ſo much as grudged or complained upon, 
tho the Law hadthen eftabliſhed the Pre/by:crian Government and Worſhip. And that 
the ſame was very publickly uſed dureing the Reign of King Charles the 24, in his 
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own Palace of Hoſy-Rood-houſr, for the ule of her preſent Majeſty, when her Fa- 


ther reſided here, and the ſame was alſo uſed in all the publick Offices oi C e- 


cration of Biſhops, and Ordination of Miniſters, where the Service and. Forgis 91 
the Er2liſh Liturgy were made uſe of, in the Catheaeral Churches of St Andrews, 
Glaſgow, Edinburgh, and others. And was with very great advantage (as it is at 
this very day) made ufe of as the publick Form of Devotion in {undry families 
of Quality, in this Vor- Britain; and therefore to puniſh a Proteſtant Miniſter 
with ſo long Impriſonment, that is duely qualified, for uſing the E£22/4b- Serα:⁰‚to 
Engliſhmen, whoſe ſtations or private buſineſs gave them ground to itav here, con- 
not but ſeem very hard, whereas in thoſe places where the Ronuſh Inquiſition pres 
vails, Exgliſh Proteſtants and their Form of worthip finds better quarter then riiey 
do here in North-Britain ; tor her Majeſties Troops in Spaiz and Portugal ate al- 
lowed the free Exerciſe of their Religion, which is demed to her Majelties Ser- 
vants here, when he who did officiat to them is thus treated. 

And this long continued practice both before the Revolution and ſince, of uſing. 
the Engliſh Service by all who would within this Nation, is founded upon an in- 
diſputable Maxim of Divinity, and [ preſume of Law alſo, which is, that what is 
lawfull and not forbidden, is permitted; and this I take to be the Caſe of the En- 
gliſh Service to this day. 

Neither does the uſing of the Engliſh Service claſh with any Law, eſtabliſhing 
Uniformity of worſhip, or the Act of Uuion ratify ing it, for thoſe Acts, molt cleare- 
ly relate only to the Pre/byreri2» Church, within her ſelf, and not to thoſe who are 
without her: thoſe Acts do indeed ſecure the Preſbyterian Church from having any 
innovation of worſhip impoſed upon her but are no ways inconſiſtent with anotner 
Form of Worſhip, being uſed by others out of her Communion: for by the Act of 
Union, the Church of En7/and has the very {ame ſecurity tor her Government, Poli- 
cy and Form of Worſhip, as the Prejbyterians have here for theirs, and ſeeing the 
practiſing another Form of Worſhip, without the Church of Exglind, while no Inno- 
vation is made upon that Church within her ſelf, is underſtood to be very confilt- 
ent with the ſecuritie of her Worſhip, and the Act of Union ratifying it, it is not 
then to be underſtood how the very parallel practice here ſhould be reckoned an in- 
novation, derogat from the ſecurity ot the Pretbyterian Form of wor{lhip, or inter- 
fere in the leaſt with the Act of Union ratify ing it, both Churches (as is ſaid be- 
fore) being upon the ſame foot, and having the very fame mutual ſccusity a- 
gainſt any change of their Government and policy, or any innovation of worihip. 

Nor to give your Lordſhips any further trouble; Impriſonment, being the Re- 
ſtraint of Natural Liberty is amongſt the ſevereſt of Arbitrary puniſhments, and no 
ways founded in Law; but to impriſon and Incarcerat any perſon ſiae die, is contrary to 
Law, and is one of the grievances complained of in the Claim of Right, and my Cale is 
no better, the condition of my Liberation being ſuch as I cannot fulfill without decla- 
ring my ſelf unworthy of the Hoh Character I bear, for tho others may put a re- 
ſtraint upon me, I can by no means do it my ſelf: For ſuppoſe that I were called to 
adminiſter the Sacrament of Baptiſm or the Lords Supper to perſons 2 Extremis, 
where no other Minlſter could be had in due time, I could neither anſwer to God 
nor to my own conlcience to refuſe Baptiſm or the Lords Supper in that Caſe, and yet 
it L ſhould put a reſtriction upon my ſelf, I could not do it. From all which it may 
a ppcar the Severity where with Iam uſed by ſo long a Confinement, ſo very diſpropor- 
tionat to my alledged Offence, eſpecially it having no foundation in Law, and now in 
an United Kingdom, {hould be tar leſs leſs uſed than formerly. 


May it therefore pleaſe your Lordſhips to reeonſider my Caſe, by Examining the 
Reaſons of the Magiſtrates of Edinburgh's Sentence of Impriſonment, as they are . 
naked in themſelves with my Reaſons of Suſpenſion offered there agatnſt; and to 
tate another viem of the power of Ordination, and I ſhall not doubt but your 
Loraſhips will find my Impriſonment Illegal, and my Ordination valid, and 
therefore ordain me to be [3 at Liberty, According to Juſtice and your 


Lordſhips Auſwer. 
TAMES GREENSHIELDS 
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Copy of the Summonds given by the Presbyteries 
Officer, to Mr. James Greenſhields. 


I John Naſmith Officer to the Reverend Presbytery of Edinburgh, by vertue of 
their Order, do hereby Lawfully Summond and Warn you, Mr. James Gree: ſheilde, a 
pretended Preacher, to Compear before the ſaid Presbytery, within the Old Church of 
Edinburgh, upon the 7th. Day of September next, in the Hour of Cauſe, or when 
or where it [hall happen to be at the time, to give an account of your ſelf, you being 
a Stranger here, and preſuming at your own hand, without the Authority of any 
Iudicatory, to exerciſe the Office of the Holy Miniſtry publickly on the Lords Day, and 
conveening People to hear you. This conform to the Presbytery their Order, Dated the 
24th day of Auguſt 1709 years. This I do before theſe Witneſſes Thomas Bell Baxter 
in Edinburgh, and William Bell his Son, and I do deliver to you upon the 24 day of 


September 1709 years. 
John Naſmyth Presbytery Officer. 


Advertiſement. 


He Inſtrument made mention of, in the ſecond Page of the preceeding Sheet 13 
not here inſerted, in regard after the ſaid Sheet was fully Printed, the Lord 
Provoſt ordered the Clerk to give an Extract of the Magiſtrates Sentence. 
Likeas, the Sentence of the Presbytery of Edinburgh, made mention of in the ſaid 
ſecond Page of the foregoing ſheet, is not here printed by it ſelf, in regard it is fully 
narrated in the Boſom of the Towns Sentence, hereto Subjoined, which is as follows 
erh, 


Edinburgh the fifteenth day of Sep- 


zember, one thouſand {even hun- 
dred and nyne years. 


HE WHICH DAY, The Right Honourable Sir Patrick Johnſton Lord 
Provoſt of the City of Edinburgh, George Lawſon, George Lind, Robers 


Craig, and Henry Hawthorn, Bailies, and Juſtices of her Majeſties Peace 


within the City of „ Liberties and Priviledges thereof, fitting in 
Judgement, anent an Act and Remit, from the Reverend Prefbytery of Edinburgh, to 


the Magiſtrats as Juſtices, S HE WING that where | 
At Edinburgh the ſeventh day of September one Thouſand ſeven Hundred and 


nine years, The Presbytery of Edinburgh having conſidered a Reference from the 
Seſſion of the Colledge Kirk concerning Mr. James Greenſhields, did thereupon Cite 
the ſaid Mr. Greer ſbield before them, and he Compearing, produced an AQ of Or- 
dination by the Exauctorated Biſhop of Roſs, Dated Angſt one Thouſand fix Hund- 
red and nintey four years, bearing that He was Ordained a Presbyter according to the 


Rites and uſages of the Church of Scotland, together with Teſtimonials from Ireland. 


was Interrogat by what Authority he did Preach, and exerciſe any part of the Mini- 
ſtry within the bounds of this Presbytery, without Call or Warrand from this Presby - 
tery conform to Law, he did decline the Authority of this Presbytery and Church, 
and Subſcribed the ſame, Coram, The Tenor whereof follows, Whereas being Or- 
dajned a Miniſter of the C hurch of England, and has been of that Comma nion ever 
ſince and now am, and having oceaſion to come and 10 reſide in my own Connrey, where 

or my benefit, and the benefit of theſe who were in the ſame crcnmitinces with my 
ſelf, 1 de in a Private Houſe keep Divine Worſbip, according to the Liturgy of the 


Church 
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67 
Church of England, «nd ſince by the Union of the two Ningdoms, I d» believe that the 
Epiſcopal Church of Scotland is now Incorporate with th: Church of England, and that 


though Prebytery ts the Legal Eſtabliſbment of North- Britain, K. find there is nd aw 


againſt thoſe of the Communica of the Church of England, to Exerciſe thur Worſhip in 
4 privat manner, without intruding into any Charch or Gleeb of any Minifler Eſtabiiſbed 
by Lam, and therefore I do not thiak my ſelf ſubject or liable to any Cenſare of any Ec 
cleſia5tick Judicatory in North-Britain, but only in ſo far as to give an account that I am 


Lavfully Ordained Miniſter, and free of any Scandal that may incapacitate me for ſuch 


an undertakin, Aud whereupon I take Inſtruments, Sic Suhſcribitur James Green- 


. ſhields. Whnch being Read, he was removed, and being called in again. and the Mo- 


derator having told him that he had Declined the Authority of this Church. Jo which 
he repl yed that this Church had no Jurisdiction over him as to Spiritual concerns, and 
adhered to his former Declinature. All which the Presbytery conſidering, do find 
that the ſaid Vir, Greenſhields, has in high contempt of this Church eſtabliſhment by 
Law, Declined their Authority, that he has exerciſed the Miniſtry within the bounds 
of this Presbytery, without their allowance, which is an unwarrantable Intruſion, and 
Introduced a Form of Worſhip, contrary to the Purity and uniformity of the Worſhip 
of this Church Eſtabliſhed by Law. Wherefore, the Presbytery did, and hereby do 
unanimouſle prohibit and diſcharge the ſaid Mr. Greenſheilds to Exerciſe any part of 
the Office of the Holy Miniſtry within their Bounds, and Recommends to the Magi- 
ſtrats of Edinburgh, and other Judges Competent, to render this Sentence effectual, de- 
claring always that the Presbytery reſerves to themſelves the further conſideration of 
the whole affair. Extracted by me, Sic ſubſcribitur, Nicol Spence Clerk 

As the Act duely Signed by Nicol Spence Clerk to the (aid Pre bytery bears, and 
the ſamein being on the eight day of September inſtant, Read in preſence of and 
conlidered by the ſaids Maziſtrates as Juſtices, They Granted Warrand to Fenn 
Raukin, the Dean of Guild Officer for Citing the ſaid Mr. James Greenſhields to 
compear before them in the new Council Chamber of Edinburgh one the nynth in- 
ſtaut, by three a Clock in the afternoon, and accordingly the ſaid Mr. James Green- 
ſhields being lawfully warned by the ſaid Officer, and perſonally apprehended, and 
Compearing perſonally before them, they continued the {aid affair till next day be- 
ing the tenth inſtant, and deſired he might then attend in the New Council Cham- 
ber by ten of the Clock in the forenoon, and accordingly, the ſaids Magiſtrats have- 
ing then met, they upon the ſaid Mr. James Green ſhields his compearance, cauſed 
read to him the faid Act, and Remit of the ſaid Preſbytery, and alter reading there- 
of, inquired at him if he would he obtemper the ſamin, to which he anſwered that 
he could not comply with, or would he obtemper the faid Sentence pronounced 
by the ſaid Preibycery, W HER EFORE the Magiſtrates as Jaſtices ſoreſaid, in 
Purluance of the foreſaid Sentence of the ſaid Reverend Preibytery and Remit to 
them, Did Prohibit and Diſcharge and hereby Prohibit and Diſcharge the ſaid Mr. 
Greenſbields to Preach or Exerce any part of his Miniſterial function within the 
City of Edinburgh, Liberties and Priviledges of the ſamine, with Certification to 
him, if he ſhould contraveen the ſaid Sentence, by doing the contrair thereof, 
they would upon his firſt Tranſgreſſion impriſon his Perſon within the To/booth of 
Eainbargh, and would otherwiſe proceed againſt him conform to Law, and there 
being application made by the Neighbourhood to the Magiſtrates, and Informati- 
on given in, that notwithitanding of the Pretbyteries Sentence, and their Certificati- 
on, the ſaid Mr. James Greenſbields, had continued in exerceing the Miniſterial 
Fnnition within the City of Edinburgh in his Meeting-houſe, whereupon the ſaids 
Jaſtices did this day again call for him before them, and did interrogat him if or 
not he uſed any part of the Mini/terial Function ſince his laſtSentence, Judicially ac- 
Enowledged he Preached and performed Divine Service publickly upon Sabb4h laſt 
being the eleventh inſtant, wher«upon they in purſuance of the foreſaid Sentence 
of the Reverend Pretbytry, and Certification given him, on the tenth inſtant, Or- 
aained him to go to the Priſon, and Tolbooth of this City, therein to remain, ay 
and while he found Caution that he ſhould deſiſt from the Exerciſe of his Mini- 
ſtry within this City, Liberties and Priviledges, in all time coming; or elſe that he 
thould remove himſelf therefrom, EXTRACIED ADAM WATT 


—— 
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